
    REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

OCTOBER 1, 2012 
6:30 P.M. 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE 
DUMAS COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7TH 
STREET OF SAID CITY: 
 
 Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 
      Commissioner Michael L. Funk 

       Commissioner Steve Bodnar  
       City Attorney Tom Moore   
       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

        
Members Absent:    Commissioner Vernon McDowell 
  

 Others Present: Kim Rehkopf, Dale Alwan, Jose Escamilla, Anthony Anderson, 
James Blankenburg, Karla Smith, Reece Spencer, Ray Getman, Carrie Getman, Michelle 
Olivarez, Herbert Olivarez, Loke Marquez, Isidro Renteria, Tommy Brooks, Dustin Parsons, 
and Michael Wright.  

   
 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   
    

Commissioner Funk asked about a bill from West Techs Chillwater Specialist, 
$23,142.  City Manager Vince DiPiazza said this cost was to repair the chiller unit on the gas 
stripper for the gas department. Commissioner Funk asked about a bill from Alejandro 
Lopez, $1,500. City Manager Vince DiPiazza said this cost was for officer relocation expense 
for the police department. Commissioner Funk said if the city was going to allocate funds for 
relocation expense for the police department, they should do it for all departments.  
Commissioner Funk does not think the city should pay for relocation expenses and asked 
City Manager Vince DiPiazza to revise the policy. A motion was made by Commissioner 
Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and passed unanimously to approve the 
September 17, 2012 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills. 

 
 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 
  
 Fire Chief Paul J. Jenkins presented a proclamation for fire prevention week, which is 
October 7th through 13th.  This year’s theme is “Have Two Ways Out”.  Mayor Sims read 
the proclamation.  A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Bonner, and passed unanimously to approve the proclamation declaring October 7-13, 2012 
as Fire Prevention Week. 
 
   Police Officer Allen Garland presented a power point presentation concerning 
parking on S. Maddox from 14th Street to 16th Street. Officer Garland recommends no 
parking on the west side of S. Maddox because it does not give traffic a full lane to drive, nor 
can a vehicle exit the YMCA safely.  Officer Garland said there is ample parking on Durrett 



Avenue and at McDade Park. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said another option is to make the area 
two lanes instead of four lanes. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by 
Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and passed unanimously to 
approve the First Reading of Ordinance No. 1097, amending Ordinance No. 445, to not allow 
any parking on the east side or west side from 14th Street to 16th Street on S. Maddox 
Avenue. 
  

Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.  
 
Commissioner Funk said he would like to discuss having year-round or permanent 

water conservation and he would like to see the city act on this as soon as possible. 
Commissioner Funk said he would like the public to stay at watering four days a week.  
Commissioner McDowell said if the watering goes to permanent, this should be strictly 
enforced. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner does not feel that the city should restrict citizens from 
watering, especially during the winter months, and stated that ninety percent of the water is 
used by agriculture. Commissioner Funk said he is thinking about the future water 
conservation and the management of the water system. Mayor Sims said water restrictions 
should become mandatory in April and allow citizens to water at 6 p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m. 
year-round. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner would like to meet with the engineers because the new 
water wells were to be operating in June.  The Commission needs to know why the engineers 
keep telling them the wells will be operating in two weeks, which has been since June.    

 
City Manager Vince DiPiazza told the Commission that there was interest, by a local 

developer, to purchase city property located on a cul-de-sac at 7th Street and Melinda Drive.  
The city received the property in exchange for extending city utilities to a new subdivision.  
Fire Chief Paul J. Jenkins said that bidders need to know that a fire hydrant must be installed.  
Mayor Pro Tem Bonner suggested the street on Melinda Drive be extended through the cul-
de-sac, and by doing that, it could help with traffic at the intermediate school. Mayor Pro 
Tem Bonner said there shouldn’t be a minimum bid on the property if the Commission 
decides to advertise.  Mr. DiPiazza said he understands to bid the property upon investigation 
of opening Melinda Drive at 7th Street.    

 
City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented updates on the following projects:  Water 

well engineers are preparing to set wells; South Loop water line project is continuing; and the 
State would like to move quickly on the Highway 87 project. 

 
 Meeting adjourned.       

       ________________________                                                
Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 


